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Guidance for Drafting a TRO to Provide for 
Parking of Motorcaravans for the Purpose 

of Overnight Sleeping 
This guidance is intended to assist the drafting of a TRO that is specific to the particular 

vehicle type that is referred to by several  terms, e.g. motorhome, motorcaravan, campervan

The TRO must include the following provision: 
No person shall use any part of a Parking Place or any Vehicle parked in a Parking Place:  

(a) for camping, sleeping or cooking other than in a Motor Caravan* in those Parking Places 

identified in Schedule xx and in accordance with the conditions set out in that Schedule 

* substitute ‘Self-contained Motor Caravan’ if appropriate, see below definitions. 

Definitions:  
It is essential to properly define the type of vehicle that will be affected. This may depend on the 

facilities available at the location. 

When toilets are on site the following definition can be used: 

Motor Caravan: 
A vehicle meeting the EU Type Approval definition of a M1SP motor caravan, i.e. a motor vehicle 

with living accommodation space which contains the following equipment as a minimum: 

(a) Seats and table. 

(b) Sleeping accommodation which may be converted from the seats. 

(c) Cooking facilities. 

(d) Storage facilities. 

This equipment shall be rigidly fixed to the living compartment. However, the table may be 

designed to be easily removable. 

When no toilets are on site: 

Self-contained Motor Caravan: 
A vehicle meeting the EU Type Approval definition of a M1SP motor caravan, i.e. a motor vehicle 

with living accommodation space which contains the following equipment as a minimum: 

(a) Seats and table. 

(b) Sleeping accommodation which may be converted from the seats. 

(c) Cooking facilities. 

(d) Storage facilities. 
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This equipment shall be rigidly fixed to the living compartment. However, the table may be 

designed to be easily removable. 

Additionally: 

(e) Onboard toilet, with integral waste storage, which may be fixed or portable. 

(f) Onboard fresh water storage of sufficient capacity for the normal use of the occupants. 

(g) Onboard waste water storage of sufficient capacity for the normal use of the occupants. 

It is appreciated that enforcement of the vehicle type may be problematic but it is felt that the 

above definitions are appropriate. It is important to recognise that the DVLA Body Type, as recorded 

on a vehicle’s V5C document, describes only what the vehicle looks like, not the facilities contained 

within it. It should not be used as a definition. 

Schedule xx 
The Schedule to the Order must contain the following details: 
1) Nominated places where Parking of Motor Caravans Overnight is permitted 

2) Scale of charges 
The term ‘overnight’, if used, must be defined as a specific time period, for example 6pm to 8am. 

3) Constraints on use 

It is useful to state the type of activities permitted, for example ‘normal domestic activities’ which 

could be considered to include cooking, eating and sleeping. ‘Camping’ type activities, such as 

deploying awnings, setting out any external equipment such as tables, chairs, washing lines, 

generators etc., must be specifically prohibited, as must the emptying of any waste tanks onto the 

ground or into surface water drains. 

4) Parking positions 

The locations within the car park(s) where motor caravans are permitted to park. 

The regulations applicable to motor caravans that do not fit within a single bay should be specified. 

For example, whether overhanging a second bay is permitted, and if parking fee must be paid for 

each bay used, during the daytime and at night. 

Consideration should be given to specifying appropriate spacing between motor caravans. 

5) Length of stay 

The period of time that motor caravans are permitted to say must be specified. It may be useful to 

also specify a period of non-return. 

6) Size of vehicles 

The construction and/or access to a car park may restrict the size and weight of motor caravans, if 

this is the case the appropriate details must be specified. Weight limits must be quoted as gross 

vehicle weight (GVW). 

7) Use of designated motorcaravan bays 

If motorcaravan overnight parking is to be restricted to designated motorcaravan bays then 

consideration should be given to prohibiting the use of these designated bays by other vehicles in a 

similar way to coach bays. 


